FOUR        TALES        BY        ZELIDE

cannot be affronted at my enquiry. My lord comes
to see us almost every day. It is true that he
usually stays only for a moment. Do you blame
me for receiving him? You know him as well
as a young man can be known; you know his
parents, and their views about him. I do not
doubt that you have read into my daughter's
heart. Tell me what I ought to do. I am, sir,
your very humble and obedient servant,

c. DE c.

LETTER XX

(Mr W D to Mme de C )

MADAM,

It is quite true that I am exceedingly unhappy.
I am so far from being offended by your enquiry
that I had already resolved to tell you my story;
now, instead, I shall write it. It will be a kind of
occupation and a distraction, indeed the only one
of which I am at present capable.

All that I can tell you, madam, about my lord,
is that I know of no vice in him. I do not know
if he loves Mademoiselle Cecilia as much as she
deserves; but I am almost sure that he regards no
other woman with interest and has no other
attachment of any kind. Two months ago I wrote
to his father that the young man appeared to be
attaching himself to a girl without fortune, but
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